Andy Eatough
Meigu County, I in the southern part of China's Sichuan Province, is primarily inhabited by people who are known in Chinese as Yi fji 35 ] or Yizu [ii 35 tsu 35 ] , and in their own language as Nosu [nQ 33 su 33 ]. The dialects of the Yi are Tibeto-Burman, and belong to the Loloish subgroup of Lolo-Burmese. Those Loloish dialects which are spoken by people officially considered to be Yi are usually divided into 6 major dialect groupings. The northernmost of these 6 groupings is called Northern Yi or Liangshan Yi. The speech variety of Meigu County is classified as part of the ii3 3 nQ 33 dialect of Liangshan Yi.
The data was collected by the author in 1995 and 1996, primarily from a bilingual speaker in her 20s who grew up near the town of Bapu, the seat of government for Meigu County. She speaks Yi with some of her friends and with family members, some of whom are monolingual in Yi. A male speaker in his 20s from Bapu was also consulted.
The syllable structure is (C)V. The consonant and vowel inventories are given in Figure 1 and Figure 2 respectively.
There are three contrastive tones. One of these has three allophones, which are conditioned by the preceding tone. Tonal allophony is illustrated in the first data set.
There is also some tonal allomorphy. The second data set illustrates a rule which applies to nominal compounds and affects the tone of the first noun root. The third data set illustrates another rule which applies in number + classifier compounds and affects the tone of the 
